However great your genius, if you paint, not from
Nature as already copied by you, but directly from the
model, you will always be a slave and your picture mere
servitude. Raphael, on the contrary, had so thoroughly
conquered Nature, he had it so thoroughly in his memory,
that instead of Nature commanding him one would rather
say that it obeyed him, that it came of its own accord
into his work.

What is called " touch " is an abuse of execution. It is
merely the quality of a false talent, of false artists who
divorce themselves from the imitation of Nature simply
to display their cleverness. Touch, however skilful, should
never be apparent; otherwise it hinders illusion and
destroys movement. Instead of the object represented,
it displays the process ; instead of thought, it betrays the
hand.

INGRES (from DELABORDE)

It is not when setting about a design that we should
force ourselves to use foot-rules, perpendiculars, and so
on. This accuracy must be a confirmed habit which, when
we are in the presence of nature, instantly comes to our
aid in the stern necessity of reproducing her appearance.

DELACROIX (from TH.  SILVESTRE)

No one can ever design till he has learned the language
of Art by making many finished copies both of Nature,
Art, and of whatever comes in his way, from earliest
childhood.
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